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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 23 
September 2003 has been entered. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-9 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: As the claims 
were read and interpreted in light of the specification and Applicant's 
Remarks/Arguments, the prior art of record fails to specifically disclose an optical 
amplifier comprising a gain fiber having a doped fiber core and a cladding layer 
surrounding the core, the mode field diameter of the gain fiber being greater than 10 )j.m 
and the refractive index difference between the core and the cladding layer being 
selected such that the cut-off wavelength at which the gain fiber becomes single mode 
lies in the range 1000-1550 nm. The invention is distinguished from the prior art by the 
use of gain fibers and not transmission fibers. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 


3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George Y. Wang whose telephone number is 703-305- 
7242. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8 am - 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert H. Kim can be reached on 703-305-3492. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
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